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Abstract:

This study sought to establish the impact of the child-headed household on the academic

learners in Beatrice fast track land reform resettlement area in Zimbabwe. The study adog
utilised the case study design. The target population of the study comprised 15 learners frc
school heads, 84 teachers as well as the learners’ relatives. Data for the study were generat
child household heads, 1) teachers and 4 school heads. The data were presented as cases «
approach. In interpreting the data, Bourdieu’s theory of practice was utilised. The child-hea
context of child development due to severe economic challenges which are undermining th
cope with orphans. In contemporary Zimbabwean society very few extended families can pre
strugele to look after their own children. The child-headed household presents numerous soc
not favourable for the academic performance of learners from such households. Living in cor
characterised by hunger, stigma and discrimination, child labour, failure to afford school
health is impacting negatively on the academic performance of the children. Household

households take a pender dimension with girls overburdened and their academic performam
These challenges are a result of limited support from the government, donor organisations

family safetynet. It is therefore imperative for communities with support of the government,
organisations to establish community orphanages. These orphanages will not only enhanc
orphaned and vulnerable children, but also mould them into acceptable and productive meml
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1. Introduction and Background
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