Journal of Sustainable Development in Africa (Volume 14, No.5, 2012)
ISSN: 1520-5509

Clarion University of Pennsylvania, Clarion, Pennsylvania

THE FAST TRACK LAND REFORM PROGRAMME: REFLECTING ON THE CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESETTLED FORMER FARM WORKERS AT FAIRFIELD FARM
IN GWERU DISTRICT, ZIMBABWE

Edson Paul Mutema

Department of Local Governance Studies, Midlands State University, Gweru, Zimbabwe

ABSTRACT

This paper uses a purposively sampled case study of Fairfield farm in Gweru district, Zimbabwe to explore the
challenges and opportunities of Resettled Former Farm Workers (RFFW).Resettlement of former farm workers was done
by the Government of Zimbabwe in order to promote sustainable local economic development and livelihoods. Prior to
resettlement these former farm workers were living in poverty characterised by poor wages paid by white farmers. To
obtain primary data the study utilised in — depth interviews on a convenient sample of 20 Resettled Former Farm
Workers and participant observation. This was further complimented by secondary data from an extensive relevant
literature study. The study reveals that despite the government’s noble idea of giving Former Farm Workers land so that
they can pursue sustainable livelihood, the RFFW are experiencing a number of challenge that impede sustainable farm
production. These include, inaccessible roads, poor water and sanitation facilities, poor harvests due to lack of capital to
buy inputs and farming equipment, vulnerability to periodic droughts and floods, an insecure land tenure system and
clinics and schools which are distanced and poorly resourced. Apart from the fore mentioned challenges this paper
further reveals the following opportunities on the livelihood improvement for the RFFW, access to land, basic education
for their kids, permanent homes, and improved lifestyles. The paper concludes by recommending that the Government of
Zimbabwe should prioritise infrastructure development in newly resettled areas. Donors should be invited to build
schools, clinics, roads, and bridges in newly resettled areas. Given their vulnerable and disadvantaged background RFFW
need capital interventions and commercial agriculture training from the government and donors to profitably and
sustainably execute their farming operations. Finally the Government of Zimbabwe should resolve the issue of insecurity

of tenure in its newly resettled areas.
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INTRODUCTION

At independence; Zimbabwe inherited a racially skewed agricultural land ownership pattern where the whites who
consisted of 1% of the total population owned 45% of arable agricultural land. (Government of Zimbabwe 2001). The
majority population were either pauperised workers or lived in poor semi arid regions prone to incessant drought. In
order to promote sustainable local economic development and improve the lives of the black majority, one of the means
through which Government of Zimbabwe (GOZ) sought to achieve this was by way of embarking on land redistribution

through organised land reform. Land reform in this study is defined according to Berstein (2002) definition. It states that
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